
Participating counties include Miami-

Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Lee, 

Brevard, Polk, Orange, Duval, Collier, 

Santa Rosa, Monroe, and for the first 

ǘƛƳŜΧ bŜǿ IŀǾŜƴΣ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΗ 

²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ǘrainings for Miami-Dade 

County school representatives will be 

held according to the schedule below: 

 

Elementary schools all 

over the nation are 

slated to implement 

ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ǘƘǊŜŜ-

day curriculum on Oct. 

5, 6, and 7 of this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from the 
Director 

Welcome to our newest 

issue of the WalkStreet 

Journal! Children across 

Florida have returned to 

school and WalkSafe is 

gearing up to implement the 

educational component of 

the program during  the 

week of October 5th. We are 

expecting more schools than 

ever before to teach the 

²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ƛƴ 

their schools! We are also 

excited about our new and 

improved Poster Contest this 

year. The poster chosen as 

the Statewide winner will be 

reprinted as an official 

²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ǇǊƻƎǊŀm poster 

for 2010.  

I am also pleased to 

announce the launch of the 

.ƛƪŜ{ŀŦŜϰ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΗ We will 

be using the WalkSafe 

comprehensive 5-E model to 

develop BikeSafe. We will be 

working with the 

Department of Parks and 

Recreation to pilot the 

educational component of 

the program in some parks in 

Miami-Dade County.  

Our hope is that more 

communities across the 

State and nation begin to 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ 

program and improve the 

safety of their pedestrians 

and walkability of their 

neighborhoods. Remember 

to Walk More and Walk Safe! 

 

  

Gillian Hotz, PhD 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

University of Miami Miller 

School of Medicine 

 

 

Students everywhere are Getting Ready to WalkSafe! 

During the educational 

implementation in 

October, K-5th grade 

students will learn 

pedestrian safety 

lessons. Then students  
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in Florida will showcase what they 

learned ς and their artistic talents ς by 

participating in a statewide poster 

contest!  Among other prizes, winners in 

each participating county will receive a 

pair of Nike shoes and the state winner 

will get a new laptop computer! Look 

ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нллф ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ tƻǎǘŜǊ 

Contest winners in the next issue of the 

WalkStreet Journal. 

For more information on the upcoming 

trainings, or questions regarding the 

WalkSafe educational component, please 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ office at (305)243-

8115. 

 

WalkSafe Wins a Kids Crown Award!  

 South Florida Parenting readers have voted the WalkSafeϰ 

program as a 2009 Kids Crown Award Winner! The awards 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ YƛŘǎ /Ǌƻǿƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ 

July, honoring the best of the best that South Florida has to 

offer families. WalkSafe is proud to announce that we were 

voted as the Best Kids Pedestrian Safety Program for 2009. 

Region Training 
Date 

Time (PM) Location 

I & II Sept. 9
th

 2:30-3:30 Miami Lakes 
Middle 

III  Sept. 9
th

 2:30-3:30 Kinloch Park 
Middle 

IV Sept. 16
th

 2:30-3:30 W. R. Thomas 
Middle 

V Sept. 16
th

 2:30-3:30 Campbell 
Drive Middle 

 
Please contact your WalkSafe local 

coordinator for training dates, times, 

and locations outside of Miami-Dade 

County.  



Save the Date for International Walk to 

School Day (IWALK)! WalkSafe will host 

tƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ on Wednesday, 

October 7th at Irving and Beatrice Peskoe 

Elementary School in Homestead, FL.  

During the event approximately 800 

students, parents, teachers, and 

community leaders will come together 

to build awareness for pedestrian safety 

and the importance of engaging in daily 

physical activity by walking safely to and 

from school. The event will consist of a 

walk in which children will carry posters 

with messages of pedestrian safety and 

an assembly where participants will be 

recognized.  

 

 

 

 

 

This annual event is covered by the 

media, television, radio, and press. 

WalkSafe is appreciative of any and all 

contributions and will incorporate 

donors as part of our promotions for the 

ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

include University of Miami Athletes, 

Sebastian the Ibis, McGruff the Crime 

Dog, and important members of our 

local government!  

For more information on IWALK, or 

questions about how to host an IWALK 

event at your school, please contact Isabel 

Kilzi at ikilzi@med.miami.edu and register 

at http://www.iwalktoschool.org/ . 
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Coming Soon: 

International Walk 

to School Day 2009 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS IN  

Miami-Dade 
County 

 

September 
ω9th  

   WalkSafe Training     

   Regions  I, II, and III 

ω13
th

 

   Strides for Safety 5K Run 

   and Safety Fair 

   Aventura Mall 

   19501 Biscayne Blvd 

ω16th 

   WalkSafe Training     

   Regions  IV and V 

 

 

October 
ω7

th
  

   International Walk to  

   School Day 

  Irving and Beatrice    

  Peskoe Elementary  

ω17
th

  

   The Buoniconti Fund  

   2nd Annual Block Party  

   201 Miracle Mile  

   5:00-9:00pm 

 

 

November 
ω ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜ In Your  

   Neighborhood ς Look     

   out for more information  

   on new  pedestrian     

   safety workshops near   

   you! 

 

WalkSafe at Surfsideôs Back-to-School Safety Fair 

local Publix shopping center. WalkSafe 

captured the attention of approximately 

100 local residents, including young 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜΩǎ 

presence in the Surfside community was 

important to provide information on the 

²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ 

residents on issues related to pedestrian 

health and safety before the start of 

school, and to provide materials such as 

bookmarks, stickers, activity books, and 

brochures to children and adults! 

 
 

Community Outreach 

WalkSafe Stamps ñYour Passport to Healthò 

In an effort to prepare South Florida 

families for the school year, the Institute 

for Children and Family Health (ICHF) 

ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ά¸ƻǳǊ tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ IŜŀƭǘƘέ .ŀŎƪ-

to-School Fair on August 15th. WalkSafe 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎŀŦŜǘȅέ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

the fair, which ensured that our staff 

educated approximately 80 residents, 

including children and their parents. 

WalkSafe also provided participants with 

promotional items such as bookmarks, 

reflectors, and pencils, which were 

 

welcomed as school supplies for the 

children and served as a tool for reaching 

out to the members of this community. 

 

WalkSafe was invited to participate in 

{ǳǊŦǎƛŘŜΩǎ .ŀŎƪ-to-School Safety fair 

hosted by the Surfside Police Department. 

The event took place on August 13th at a  
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WHATôS 
NEW 
ONLINE  

www.walksafe.us 

 

   

The WalkStreet Journal 

Archives are now available 

on the WalkSafe Website. 

Just click on the archives 

icon! 

 

 

 

Voice your opinions about 

pedestrian safety on our 

Community Survey!  Visit 

http://walksafe.us/commun

ity-survey.html 

 

 

 

 

WalkSafe Curriculums have 

been completely updated 

and revised! The new 

versions are available for 

free online. Just visit the 

WalkSafe website, click on 

Materials, and sign in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit WalkSafe on 

Facebook and Twitter!  

             

             Become a fan of 

WalkSafe by searching for 

the fan page on Facebook 

at www.facebook.com    

             

             Follow WalkSafe on 

Twitter by going to 

www.twitter.com/WalkSafe   

 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜǿ ŀǘ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜ 

WalkSafe Welcomes BikeSafe! 

Cord Injury Program, is excited to 

introduce BikeSafe! The program aims to 

improve bike safety education for 

Miami-Dade County residents.  BikeSafe 

also intends to promote bicycling   as  an 

 

 

Mr. Jamie Caulkins 

(pictured at left) has 

ōŜŜƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ .ƛƪŜ{ŀŦŜϰ 

Program Coordinator. 

For more information 

on BikeSafe, contact 

Jamie at  

JHCaulkins@med.miami

.edu 

 Safe Routes to School 

SRTS National Partnership 

Follow These 4 Simple Steps to  
Support the SRTS Campaign 

 

1.  Write a letter, and ask friends and family to 

write their own "Dear Congress" letter on SRTS.   
  
2.  Make sure that each of the letters includes a 
mailing address.   
  
3.  Send your letters to Margo Pedroso with the 
Safe Routes to School National Partnership 
margo@saferoutespartnership.org   
by September 24, 2009.   
 

4.  Pass the word to other individuals and 
organizations you know.   
 

Additional Information 
 For more information on the benefits of Safe 
Routes to School and our goals for the next federal 
transportation bill, go to 
www.saferoutespartnership.org/media/file/SRTS_r

eauthorization_recommendations.pdf. 

 

 Neighborhood Speed Watch Pilot Study 
Studies have shown a direct relationship 

between vehicle speeds and the severity 

of pedestrian injuries. Also, speeding in 

school zones is a widespread concern 

amongst parents of elementary school 

children. In response, WalkSafe is piloting 

a Neighborhood Speed Watch (NSW) 

study at two elementary schools in 

Homestead, FL this year.  

 

NSW aims to decrease driver speeds in 

school zones and encourage citizens to take 

an active role in changing driver behavior. 

These aims will be accomplished by 

collaborating with the local police 

department, educating speeding drivers, 

and raising public awareness of the negative 

outcomes associated with speeding. 

Thank You! 

Questions or comments? Contact the WalkSafe office at 

(305)243-8115. 

To unsubscribe to the WalkStreet Journal, e-mail 

ikilzi@med.miami.edu.  

 

Jamie at JHCaulkins@med.miami.edu.  

 

Dr. Gillian Hotz, director of 

ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ{ŀŦŜϰ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

and co-director of the 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛŀƳƛΩǎ 

Pediatric    Brain and Spinal  

active mode of transportation in efforts 

to increase physical activity levels of 

program participants. 

The Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
National Partnership is a network of 
agencies working together to advance 
the SRTS movement in the United 
States. SRTS can provide a variety of 
important benefits to children and their 
communities, including increasing 
physical activity, reducing traffic 
congestion, improving air quality, and 
enhancing neighborhood safety. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

To: margo@saferoutespartnership.org   
From: a.pedestrian@home.com 
 

Dear Congress,  
 

(Why I think Safe Routes to School is 
Important.) 
 

Sincerely,  
A. A. Pedestrian 

 
B.  

 
 

Deadline 
9/24/2009 
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http://www.twitter.com/WalkSafe
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